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o,it’s festival season again! But is the exclamation mark justified? The finely balanced finances of arts

and music festivals are more precarious than ever, and this year is set to be a time of tightening belts

and slimmed down programmes. The loss of a major sponsor is not an easy brunt to bear, and there

have been a few casualties already — festival organisers seem to be steeling themselves for a tough

time, but with an air of determination and even cautious optimism. The sector has proved remarkably
resilient in the past, its very flexibility and adaptability being its greatest strengths.

Ifthere’s one thing we've learned in the past few months it is not to trust prognoses — all T can tell you is that
the festivals are out there and the programmes offer something for everyone. You can support your friendly local
effort or use a far away one as an excuse to visit a place you've always meant to.

The articles in the following pages should give you a good idea of the challenges festivals face, as well as the
riches they offer.
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