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Introduction
Things in the neighbourhood may be jogging along reasonably well – suddenly 
there’s a new kid on the block and everything changes.

This scheme uses drama techniques to explore strangers arriving, new 
neighbours, new classmates and how we treat and absorb new and often different 
ideas and people. Or not.

A situation is set up which is then subjected to the pressures of change. There 
are six suggested lessons, but teachers may use fewer or develop more lessons 
from the material, with further ideas given in the supporting material at the end 
of the scheme.

After a quick teacher-chosen physical game, some warm-up improvisation is 
suggested that leads on to exploring an angle on strangers coming in. This could 
be developed into a more polished performance, but it doesn’t have to be.

The teacher is involved in the development of the drama and may take on 
teacher-in-role or mantle-of the-expert roles to advance the narrative, challenge 
students’ ideas and maintain control during devising.

Learning objectives
By the end of this scheme students will have:

 f Developed practical drama from the theme
 f Developed their own characters within changing scenes
 f Worked collaboratively and through speaking and listening to create drama
 f Extended their understanding of being a newcomer in a community.

Other learning
Teachers will appreciate that drama lessons are often opportunities to teach a 
huge range of social, historical, cultural, personal, ethical/moral, geographical, 
economic, psychological and sport-related issues.

For example, the notion of children being cosseted indoors with technology 
would have been incomprehensible to previous generations of young people, who 
would happily play unsupervised outside for hours on end.

The concept of diversity and inclusion would not have been recognised in 
previous generations, when gender, racial, sexual and disability prejudice was 
commonplace and usually went unchallenged.

The issues raised by newcomers to a community are not new – there have 
always been immigrants who might seem strange, different, and were often 
unwelcome. Unless deliberately placing the story in the past, this situation and 
these attitudes need a contemporary sensitivity that teachers must be aware of.

The lessons
 f Lesson 1: Establishing a community
 f Lesson 2: The new arrivals
 f Lesson 3: Attitudes on both sides
 f Lesson 4: The new kid at school
 f Lesson 5: Misunderstandings and conflict
 f Lesson 6: Something unexpected
 f Supporting Material: Further ideas for ‘New Kid’ drama lessons.

Resources for teachers
Useful for one or more of the lessons:

 f Drama Warm Ups and Circle Games: 
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/
pshe/pdfs/dramawarmups.pdf

 f Drama Resource, rich in ideas for 
primary school students: 
http://dramaresource.com/

Resources
 f 25+ best drama activity ideas on 

Pinterest: 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk

 f Twinkl Resources on drama topics: 
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/
topics/topics-drama

 f Free Teaching Resources on Drama: 
http://www.free-teaching-resources.
co.uk/lesson-ideas/drama/drama-
ks2/index.html

Sensitivity
Teachers will be sensitive to individual 
students’ personal circumstances 
regarding the nature of local 
communities and tailor the material 
accordingly.
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Lesson 1: Establishing a community
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson students will have:

 f Developed one scene establishing a community
 f Created their own characters within that scene
 f Worked collaboratively to create and develop the scene.

Warm-up (10 mins)
1. In groups of 2 or 3, imagine you are neighbours and friends playing after 

school and enjoying joking about one lesson you had today.
2. In groups of 4 or 5, imagine a playground in your school where one kid thinks 

he/she is the boss and orders others around. What happens? Share and show 
selected groups.

Discussion (5 mins)
Explain that in the next few drama lessons we are going to look at what happens 
to a community, a group of settled people, when strangers move in. They may 
have come from afar, or be from the same town. But they are new and perhaps 
different. They may be foreigners or not, they may be into rock music, drugs and 
exotic pets. They may be old/young. They may be scared and shy or loud and 
proud.

Does any student have any local experience of that?
This first lesson, though, has no strangers. It sets up a locality that we will use 

in later lessons when strangers arrive.
Discuss whether to model own community/locality, or an agreed imaginary 

one. Town/city or rural? Does it need a name?
Each group will have a home base (house, flat, caravan, whatever), but could it 

be in a shop, a garage, a pub or at the doctors? The school is the feature of a later 
lesson!

Set up (5 mins)
Allow groups to discuss and decide the setting of their homes and their 
relationships within it (family, extended family). The task is to make a short scene 
that shows normal life in this group at a specific time – such as after school and 
before tea; 7.30am on a school day; Saturday afternoon; the last day of the school 
holidays.

Devising/improvising (20 mins)
Each group should plan and improvise a scene that establishes normality. Nothing 
unusual happens but it must be interesting enough for others to watch. Imagine a 
camera on the wall watching the family.

The characters must show something of themselves – e.g., an adult’s feelings 
about work/having no work; a child’s feelings about an elderly relative.

This is normality, but life is not perfect – they have their share of difficulties; the 
elderly, the ill, the disabled, the religiously blinkered.

Sharing and showing (25 mins)
Each group should show a two-minute extract from their domestic set up. This 
is not to show how polished it is, but to give the whole class a sense of several, 
ordinary families doing ordinary well-established things.

Wrapping up (5 mins)
Discussion of what the lesson was doing: establishing a normal world into which 
strangers will come next time. Ask if there are changes they would make to their 
characters and/or domestic situations next time.

Follow-up
Write a short diary about your family on that day and what pleased/annoyed you.

Edit and log the still images taken during the piece.

Speaking and listening
In every piece of drama, characters 
listen to same and opposing views, 
listen and respond accordingly in role. In 
discussions as themselves, students ask 
appropriate questions.

Stretch and challenge
Invite students who are able to deliver 
a monologue as an older person who 
values his/her community and does 
not like how young ideas are starting to 
change it.

Support tip
Over-ride students’ friendship group 
choices to put them into teacher-
decided groups, mixing abilities, genders 
and cultures.

Photo tip
It’s a useful habit to take photos to 
capture moments in group work, 
including selfies, as a record of progress 
and for further development. It needs 
students’ (and parents’) permission. 

http://www.teaching-drama.co.uk
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Lesson 2: The new arrivals
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson students will have:

 f Developed one scene exploring a group moving to a new community
 f Created their own characters within that scene
 f Worked collaboratively to create and develop the scene.

Warm-up (10 mins)
1. In groups of 2 or 3 imagine you are (step) siblings packing your possessions to 

move away and having to decide what to take and what to throw away.
2. In 4s or 5s imagine a scene in which the lorry arrives and you are actually 

leaving. Are you happy or sad? What happens?

Discussion (5 mins)
In this second lesson, each group (same groups as previous lesson) will imagine 
they are the newcomers going into the area we started to create last time. You 
need to decide the reasons for: a) your move, and b) the choice of new location.

Does anyone in the class have any experience of moving into a new area?
Remember that people often feel homesick for places they have been in for a 

long time and have loved. Does this influence the character and the story?

Set up (5 mins)
In your groups of 4/5 make a scene in which you actually arrive in your new home 
in the community. You may see people, but you are focused on moving your stuff 
in. What are your first reactions?

At some point you must realise that everyone around you is different from you.
Does this mean you have made a mistake? Or did you have no choice?
What is your group/individual attitude to this challenge?

Devising/improvising (20 mins)
Discuss, plan ideas and work on one to show the new family, which must be as 
realistic as the one you made last time, but decide how it is different. Remember, 
each family (newcomers or not) thinks they are the normal ones.

Sharing and showing (25 mins)
Each group should show a two minute extract from their newcomers arriving 
scene. This should give the whole class a sense of several, ordinary families 
moving house and realising everyone around is different.

Wrapping up (5 mins)
Discussion of what the lesson was doing – establishing a normal family who are 
strangers in their new community, but think that others are different from them, 
not the other way round.

Follow-up
As the character you played, write a text or letter to a friend sharing your moving 
day experiences (a mistake or a big opportunity).

Drama tools
Depending on their drama learning to 
date, students should use hot seating 
and thought-tracking to develop and 
draw presentational confidence from 
their characters. Teachers may take 
a role in this lesson as officer of the 
law, neighbourhood/faith leader, elder 
statesman in family, or as narrator-in-
role to guide progress and bring in new 
ideas/directions.

Resource
The Guardian, experiences of being an 
immigrant in the UK, usable ideas for 
primary:
https://theguardian.com

Stretch and challenge
Encourage each student to make a 
simple monologue as their character 
preparing to move into an unknown area 
– fears, dreams, hopes, reasons to move.

Support tip
Place a student needing support as a 
shadow of a stronger player (or teacher 
in role), encouraging them to gradually 
take a few lines and movements.

Photo tip
Use a camera as a diary for one character 
who can talk honestly and openly about 
feelings, to help develop both characters 
and a story line.

http://www.teaching-drama.co.uk
https://theguardian.com


4Teaching Drama · Autumn term 2 · 2017/18www.teaching-drama.co.uk

Scheme of work|KS2
Lesson 3: Attitudes on both sides
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson students will have:

 f Developed one scene showing how prejudice can easily take hold
 f Created their own characters within that scene
 f Worked collaboratively to create and develop the scene.

Warm-up (10 mins)
1. In groups of two or three imagine you meet your new neighbour for the first 

time. You may be polite but can immediately see that he/she/they are crazily 
different.

2. In groups of four or five, imagine new neighbours meeting at a flash point: 
car parking, wheelie bins, dog mess, children’s noise, cooking smells or 
loud music.

Discussion (5 mins)
Teacher explains that in the first lesson, we made a family of well-established 
residents and in the second, a family of incomers.

Does anyone have any experience of being a newcomer or established resident?
Now we must have just one family of newcomers. (Teacher may decide or a 

democratic vote in class, depending on maturity.) Consequently we then have one 
family of outsiders coming into a well-established community.

Set up (5 mins)
In your groups, make one scene in which the impact of the outsiders has affected 
you badly and you are not happy. It’s not necessary to show what happened 
unless a group is mature enough. It can be reported. Does the family decide on a 
course of action: defensive, hostile or trying to make peace and be friendly?

Devising/improvising (20 mins)
Discuss, plan ideas and develop one. Keep the characters consistent with what 
you have created previously, and make them react to the new situation as you 
think they would.

Sharing and showing (25 mins)
Each group should show their reactive scene. This is not to show how polished it 
is, but to give the whole class a sense of several, ordinary families experiencing 
perhaps common feelings of prejudice, resentment, jealousy, bitterness or 
sympathy and a desire to help.

Wrapping up (5 mins)
Discussion of what the lesson was exploring – how prejudice on all sides can lead 
to a potentially hostile or dangerous situation and how conflict might be avoided.

Follow-up
Imagine you are an adult explaining to a friend in a pub how you accepted the 
outsiders in your community and either regretted it or did not. Write the speech 
you make.

Resource
Equality Human Rights – prejudice and 
stereotypes, secondary material, but 
with adaptable angles for younger age: 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com

Stretch and challenge
Duologues between a newcomer and 
an established resident about money, 
education, discipline, entertainment 
and food.

Support tip
Give a student needing support an 
outline central character and a story to 
fit (such as a child hating his/her new 
home, school, clothes, food) and ask the 
rest of group to work round that set up.

Photo tip
Make the taking of a selfie or photo 
the cause of friction between different 
families which highlights cultural, ethic, 
behaviour differences between them, 
and will provide real photos from the 
drama action. 

Symbols
If it helps students, then the outsiders 
could wear a different colour top, tabard 
or label from the rest of the class as a 
powerful symbol of difference.

http://www.teaching-drama.co.uk
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com
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Lesson 4: The new kid at school
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson students will have:

 f Developed one scene exploring how school can be hard for newcomers
 f Created their own characters within that scene
 f Worked collaboratively to create and develop the scene.

Warm-up (10 mins)
1. In groups of 2 or 3, imagine a scene where friends are talking about the new 

kid during break time, either positively or negatively.
2. In groups of 4 or 5, imagine a scene where a group tries to make friends with a 

newcomer and explain how the school works.

Discussion (5 mins)
Do you think we respond better towards a newcomer if he/she is the same gender 
as us? Do you think girls are more or less likely to be sympathetic? What about 
the child who was a newcomer last year but has now been absorbed by the group?

Is it a fair point that a stranger coming in may have their own issues – a negative 
attitude, feeling superior; not being prepared to settle into this new school?

Set up (5 mins)
In groups of 4/5 imagine a scene where the newcomer joins the class for the first 
time, is introduced and given a seat. Someone is asked to help the newcomer, but 
doesn’t want to. There are other rivalries at work among the children on top of the 
problem of dealing with the newcomer. A lesson starts – could be in the classroom 
or doing sports.

Devising/improvising (20 mins)
Discuss, plan ideas and develop one of them. Make the conflict increase gradually.

The teacher is in role as the teacher (as themselves or a fictional teacher), and 
where a class is able to handle it, a whole class drama is worth trying. If not, the 
teacher can play in each class scene to keep order as needed.

Sharing and showing (25 mins)
Each group should show their class scene. This is not to show how polished it is, 
but to demonstrate how a new kid in school may be exposed to ridicule, mockery 
and hatred - or may actually be made welcome.

Wrapping up (5 mins)
Discussion of what the lesson was exploring – how a new kid at school is without 
family support that may be present in their home area and how the established 
children have a choice – welcome them or cause problems.

Follow-up
Imagine you are older, finished school and are working away from home. Write a 
letter to an old class mate either thanking them for their early help and support 
on that first day or forgiving them for the hell they put you through.

Resource
New Kid on the Block, book of humorous 
children’s poems by Jack Prelutsky 
(1984).

Stretch and challenge
Deliver a monologue as a person who 
is new at a school where no one speaks 
your language, looks like you, has the 
same values, and everyone clearly 
distrusts you.

Support tip
Put a less confident student as the 
cousin of more-able one who comes to 
the rescue when a situation of conflict 
threatens to get out of hand.

Photo tip
Set up a class photo taken by the teacher 
that will highlight the marked physical 
differences of the newcomer.

http://www.teaching-drama.co.uk
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Lesson 5: Misunderstandings and conflict
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson students will have:

 f Developed one scene exploring how misunderstanding of differences can 
escalate

 f Created their own characters within that scene
 f Worked collaboratively to create and develop the scene.

Warm-up (10 mins)
1. In groups of 2 or 3, imagine newcomers and established families disagreeing 

over a misunderstanding, such as language, clothes, noise, faith, smell.
2. In 4s or 5s imagine a scene where the first misunderstanding escalates and 

involves more people and further misunderstandings develop.

Discussion (5 mins)
Teacher demonstrates how a misunderstanding (mishearing, not understanding 
a word or gesture and not grasping the significance of something) leads to 
disagreements. Then demonstrates how disagreements grow and become deep 
arguments that can lead to war.

Have any students experienced any examples of this?

Set up (5 mins)
In groups of 4/5, imagine a scene where misunderstandings started earlier 
begin to grow out of all proportion and there is a state of hostility in the house. 
Prejudices increase. Everyone is unreasonable; pride is at stake.

It’s not necessary to show any confrontation, just the response to it within one 
household, especially if not all members agree with the head of the family.

Devising/improvising (20 mins)
Discuss, plan ideas and develop one of them. The teacher appears in each scene 
to keep order, e.g. as a local arbitrator, police officer, respected older neighbour 
or friend.

Sharing and showing (25 mins)
Each group should show their scene. This is not to show how polished it is, but to 
demonstrate how a simple misunderstanding can poison everyone’s lives, unless 
or until common sense is brought to bear.

Wrapping up (5 mins)
Discussion of what the lesson was exploring – how misunderstandings can get 
out of hand and how prejudice and anger can so often be our first response, 
rather than reasoned thinking and general understanding.

Follow-up
Imagine you are a person who disagreed with your own family about how they 
handled the misunderstanding and write a letter to someone telling them about 
your true feelings.

Resource
Misunderstandings in Shakespeare - not 
such an unlikely idea, especially section 
on Othello:
https://www.bl.uk

Stretch and challenge
Experiment with an able student playing 
both protagonists in an argument about 
territory between culturally different 
neighbours.

Support tip
Centre a less abled student in the scene 
so that the misunderstanding revolves 
around him/her and his/her input is 
essential as unwitting victim.

Photo tip
Take photos during devising and 
presentation of conflict as if gathering 
evidence to show to an independent 
assessor of the problem.

http://www.teaching-drama.co.uk
https://www.bl.uk
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Lesson 6: Something unexpected
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson students will have:

 f Developed one scene exploring the consequences of an unexpected turn of 
events

 f Created their own characters within that scene
 f Worked collaboratively to create and develop the scene.

Warm-up (5 mins)
1. In groups of 2 or 3, neighbours talking about an unexpected bit of good news 

amidst recent conflicts.
2. In groups of 4 or 5, imagine a scene as more family members are drawn in to 

share and enjoy the sudden good news.

Discussion (5 mins)
Sometimes even the most difficult situations sort themselves out unexpectedly. 
Someone may apologise, change their attitude, see the light, move away or 
remove the problem. Sometimes the unexpected brings a worsening of the 
situation.

Does any student have experience of the unexpected changing everything?

Set up (5 mins)
In your groups, develop a scene where news breaks and the family have to rethink 
their attitudes.

It could be – an accident, a death, somebody moves away, somebody is arrested 
and goes to prison, more of the outsiders have arrived, there is a fire/crash/big 
disaster, someone offers a kidney to save a child’s life, etc.

Devising/improvising (20 mins)
Discuss, plan ideas and develop one. The teacher may or may not have to appear 
in this one, except perhaps as the bearer of the unexpected news.

Sharing and showing (25 mins)
Each group should show their class scene. This is not to show how polished it 
is, but to demonstrate how the unexpected can transform even the trickiest 
situations (or make them far worse) and people adapt to changing situations 
because that is how life works.

Wrapping up (5 mins)
Finish with discussion of what the lesson was exploring – the flexibility of the 
human spirit, unless someone is incredibly stubborn. It’s a way of ending the 
scheme, but actually leads to many other dramatic possibilities.

Resource
Expecting the Unexpected, Digital 
Education Resource Archive, pdf Y7 
lesson plan and drama resources:
dera.ioe.ac.uk

Stretch and challenge
Monologue of what head of outsider 
family would say to his/her people in 
the event that something unexpected 
suddenly turned up or happened.

Support tip
Experiment with the less able student 
becoming popular on both sides of the 
argument, invaluable to newcomers and 
established people alike.

Photo tip
Create a montage of facial images as it 
dawns on each character in turn that an 
unexpected event will make their days 
brighter.

http://www.teaching-drama.co.uk
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk
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RESOURCE

Supporting material: Further ideas for New Kid drama lessons
1. The whole could be developed and polished into a piece of devised drama for performance.
2. Further lessons might follow on from the schemes, such as – one month later, one year later, 

ten years later.
3. Peace between different families is quite fragile and it only takes a young hothead to start 

things off again.
4. Lasting peace is achieved through the passing of the years and perhaps some dramatic gesture 

by someone such as saving a life, rescue from fire, stopping a burglary, saving a dog or finding 
something that was lost.

5. Modern day Romeo and Juliet story, where someone from one family falls in love with someone 
from a ‘different’ family. Does it have the same Shakespearean tragic ending?

6. More and more ‘outsiders’ move in so that the original families are now the minority and have 
to adapt accordingly.

7. The differences offer many interpretations based on gender, culture, faith, age and race as we 
have suggested, but could also be on physically able/disabled, mentally able/disabled, rich and 
poor, believers and non-believers, heroes and villains, bullies and victims, tall and short, fat 
and thin, working and middle classes, technologically capable and technologically ignorant or 
open-minded and narrow-minded.

8. What breaks the cycle of dislike and prejudice may be a simple recognition of humanity – 
shared grief, shared joy, shared hardships, shared respect and shared achievements. And a 
change in attitudes may begin with just one person on each side – it may take others a long 
time to come round.

9. Often children and parents don’t agree, so a development is to have kids with no problems 
while parents are prejudiced.

http://www.teaching-drama.co.uk

