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KS2Stig of the Dump: Using the book as a resource to 
teach the Stone Age to the Iron Age through Drama
Helen Day
KS2

Introduction
Clive King’s Stig of the Dump is now more than 50 years old, and yet it remains a 
children’s classic. Following the adventures of Barney and Stig, a Stone Age man 
who lives in a quarry, the book is useful to inspire classroom drama work, and it 
can also be used to support learning in the Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to 
the Iron Age topic. It can be used as a fun and engaging starting point to encourage 
students to invest imaginatively in these periods of history.

This scheme should be followed after a classroom reading of the book has been 
completed. It contains a combination of games and drama exercises, alongside 
group discussions, which interweave the world of the book with the study of 
the subject. The scheme will sit neatly alongside a more traditional approach to 
teaching history, and also touches on the speaking, listening and group discussion 
and interaction objectives within KS2 English. 

Learning objectives
By the end of this scheme the students will:

 f Have a broad understanding of the Stone Age, the Bronze Age and the Iron Age, 
and the key differences between the three ages

 f Have experience of working in small groups to prepare tableaux and short 
scenes to share with their peers

 f Have experience of improvising and devising drama
 f Have used Stig of the Dump as a starting point to consider the world of 
prehistoric man 

 f Have experience of improvising and devising drama
 f Have experience of feeding back to each other and of participating in group 
discussion.

Lesson 1: Stig of the Stone Age?
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson the students will:

 f Have experience of sharing their imaginative ideas, and performing, in front of 
their peers

 f Have worked in small groups to prepare tableaux, based on knowledge that 
they have, or are gaining, about the Stone Age

 f Have participated in classroom discussion, as well as discussion in smaller 
groups

 f Have broadly considered the key differences between the Palaeolithic, 
Mesolithic and Neolithic periods of the Stone Age

 f Have considered aspects of life specific to the Neolithic Stone Age.

Warm-up: Explore Stig’s cave (10 mins)
This is a movement and mime exercise to fire up imaginations and get everyone 
in the mood to consider Stig of the Dump.

Ask students to spread out around the room, and to imagine that they are at 
the bottom of the chalk pit, about to enter Stig’s cave. Talk them through entering, 
their eyes adjusting to the light, and beginning to look around. They are going to 
explore the cave, noticing and picking up objects that they find. As the exercise 
progresses, tell them that they find something that really interests them. Ask 
them to examine what it is, what it looks like, and how they think it works.

They are going to bring this object back to the rest of the class.
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Sharing the work (10 mins)
Ask for volunteers to tell the rest of the class about what they found. What have 
students brought back from the cave to ‘show’ each other? Why did they pick this 
object? What is special about it, and what does it tell us about the person living in 
the cave?

Tableaux preparation (10 mins)
Divide the class into small groups. Between three and five students per group 
should work well.

In their groups, ask students to consider the indicators that Stig might be a 
Stone Age man. It is never stated in the book that he is. How do we deduce this 
from Barney’s observations, and the things that happen? Ask students to avoid 
considering the tribe and the Standing Stones for now. We will consider those in a 
separate lesson. 

Next, ask each group to choose a ‘top three’ of these indicators, and to prepare 
a simple tableau for each one. They should prepare to show these tableaux to the 
rest of the class.

Discussion and showing the tableaux (10 mins)
Select a group to show one of their tableaux. Ask fellow students to comment 
on what they see. Is this a good indicator that Stig could be a Stone Age man? 
If so, why?

The next group should show a tableau that demonstrates a different indicator, 
and each subsequent group should likewise choose a new indicator from their 
three prepared tableaux, if they can. It may be that you reach a point at which the 
ideas become repeated. If this happens, allow for a discussion on why so many 
groups chose the same indicators. Is this because there are certain key things that 
tell us Stig could be from the Stone Age? What are the most popular indicators, 
and why?

Listen and respond (10 mins)
In this exercise, students listen to information and respond spontaneously. 
Ask them to spread out around the room, and to work alone. They are going to 
imagine themselves as Stone Age men and women, and act out the elements 
of life that they hear when you talk about the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and 
Neolithic eras.

Using simple facts about each era, read these out, and allow time for students 
to respond physically to what they hear. We should see them pretending to hunt, 
sharpen tools, etc., as they imagine themselves as Stone Age people. There are 
simple, useable facts in the link I have given in the accompanying resources at the 
end of this scheme, and similar are available on many other websites.

Discussion (5 mins)
Based on the information students have just absorbed, which era of the Stone Age 
do they think Stig is from, and why?

Rehearsed improvisation: Preparation (10 mins) 
Working in the same small groups, ask students to prepare a short scene 
depicting a Stone Age family living in the same era as we believe Stig to be 
from. They should carefully consider what they do in the scene, and leave their 
audience in no doubt as to what era they are living in.

Showing the scenes (10 mins)
To allow all the groups to demonstrate their work, ask each one to find a space in 
the room, and to all start performing together. After around a minute or so, clap 
your hands, and everyone should freeze. At this point we should see a series of 
tableaux.

Select a group to comment on. Tell everyone what you can see, and in what 
ways this shows a Stone Age family of a specific era. That group can then relax. 
Select the next group to look at, and this time allow the students who have 
relaxed to comment on what they see. Continue in this way until all the work has 
been observed and discussed.
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Lesson 2: Tools, hunting and cave art
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson the students will:

 f Have considered the importance of the creation of and use of tools in the 
Stone Age

 f Have developed their listening skills
 f Have considered the importance of hunting in the Stone Age
 f Have imaginatively investigated Stone Age cave art
 f Have further experience of working together in small groups to create a piece 
of drama work for sharing

 f Have further experience of performing in front of their peers.

Warm-up: Using Your hands (10 mins)
A fun game to warm everyone up, and to emphasize the use of tools.

Ask students to form a circle, and to each think of a job or task that requires 
a hand tool. For this exercise it does not need to be one of the tools featured in 
the book.

Ask one student to start by stepping into the centre of the circle and miming 
their task. They should state out loud what they are doing.

Next, everyone else in the circle must mime trying to do the same task but 
without the hand tool. In most cases this will be very difficult! 

Continue around the circle until everyone has had a go.

Discussion (5 mins)
Ask students to reflect on why Stig’s tools are so important to him. How vital 
must tools have been to Stone Age man? How much must life have changed upon 
the discovery of the use of flint, for example?

Listening (10 mins)
Read aloud the section from Chapter 4 which begins ‘“Oh, sorry, Stig!”’, and ends 
‘But he did not say anything this time’.

Ask students to consider what we learn about Stig from this extract. Is he a 
good hunter? Why isn’t he worried about poaching or being sporting, etc., as 
Barney is?

Soundscape (15 mins)
Students are now going to create the world of Stone Age man going on the hunt. 
Half the class will make sounds first, while the other half hunts. Then everyone 
swaps over the second time around.

Ask students to consider the sounds that Stone Age man might have heard as 
he moved across the landscape on the hunt for food. 

Turn to the first half of the class to make sounds, and select a student to start. 
He or she should make a sound that can be repeated at intervals, and which in 
some way represents the atmosphere of Stone Age man moving stealthily across 
the countryside. 

The next student joins in, and so on, until everyone in the first half is 
contributing to creating the soundscape. Now, using the soundscape as their 
inspirational soundtrack, invite the other half of the students to start moving 
through the space as if they are Stone Age men and women hunting. Invite 
them to imagine what they can see, and to respond spontaneously to the sounds 
they hear.

When this has run its course, switch groups, so that the hunters have a go at 
creating the soundscape and vice versa.

Reflect briefly at the end of the exercise: How did it feel to go hunting? How 
high were the stakes? As well as imagining what they could see and hear, could 
students imagine what they were wearing? Were they hot or cold? Do students 
think hunting in the Stone Age would have been enjoyable?

Listening (5 mins)
Read aloud the section from Chapter 3 that begins ‘But Stig was squatting with a 
faraway look in his eyes’, and ends ‘He had to go back to the house through the dark, 
alone’.

Group discussion (5 mins)
What do we learn about Stig from this extract? Why do students think he chooses 
to draw on the cave wall? What reasons might people in the Stone Age have had 
for drawing on their cave walls?

Resources needed 
 f Have images of Stone Age cave art 

available to view by students, 
whether as printed or digital copies.
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Rehearsed improvisation (15 mins)
Look at some examples of Stone Age cave art. There are some good examples 
in the link that accompanies this scheme of work, or you may have alternative 
examples of your own to show.

Divide students into small groups. Between three and five students per group 
should work well. Ask each group to choose a piece of cave art, and to create an 
improvisation around why someone chose to draw those particular images. This 
could be the scene just before the drawing takes place, or equally it could be from 
a completely different day or time. This is an improvisation exercise and students 
should feel free to use their imaginations.

Spotlight the scenes (10 mins)
Allow students to perform their work in front of each other using the ‘Spotlight’ 
technique.

Ask all groups to begin performing at once. When you go and stand right next 
to one of the groups, everyone else stops performing, and watches that particular 
group. When you move away from them, everyone starts again from where they 
left off. Choose another group to stand next to, and so on, until everyone has 
shown a short section of their performance.

Lesson 3: Standing Stones
Learning objectives
By the end of this lesson the students will:

 f Have used Stig of the Dump as a starting point to explore Standing Stones and, 
more specifically, Stonehenge.

 f Have considered the historical theories around the movement of stones
 f Have explored tableau creation in larger groups, responding creatively to the 
work and ideas of others

 f Have explored the theories around the use of Stonehenge
 f Have used Stonehenge as a starting point for creating imaginative work.

Listening and discussion (10 mins)
Read aloud the section from Chapter 9 which begins ‘On the track leading along the 
base of the hill’, and which ends ‘when the rock was half way to standing up’.

Ask students to reflect on what they know about Standing Stones. Which are 
the most famous ones in Britain? Have any of the students ever visited Standing 
Stones, whether in the UK or abroad?

Group tableaux: How to move a Standing Stone (10 mins)
Ask students to form an audience, with a clear playing space available.

Explain to them that they are going to form a tableau of a group of Stone Age men 
and women attempting to move a giant stone, ready to create a Standing Stone.

Ask one student to step into the space, and to hold a frozen position to start off 
the tableau. The next student to join should choose a position that complements 
whatever the first person did, so building on their idea and adding to it. More 
students join until you feel the tableau has reached a critical mass. At this point, 
clap your hands, indicating that everyone in the tableau should come to life. How 
well can students work together to create a spontaneous improvisation from their 
tableau positions?

Repeat this exercise a couple of times so that lots of students have the 
opportunity to participate.

Discussion (10 mins)
Following on from the improvisations, reflect briefly on the theories around how 
the stones for Stonehenge were moved (you may wish to refer to the information 
in the National Geographic link for this). How are the stones being moved in Stig 
of the Dump? Do students think that this could have been viable?

Pictures of Stonehenge (10 mins)
Show students a picture, or pictures, of Stonehenge. Invite some ideas as to what 
students think it could have been used for.

‘Spotlight’ is a great classroom drama 
technique for a number of reasons. 

It is a useful way to see lots of groups 
perform without taking up lots of class 
time. 

It is also a good way of allowing 
students to perform without the direct 
pressure of feeling as though all eyes 
are on them. Less confident students 
may find this a good introduction to 
performing in front of their peers.

Resources needed
 f You may wish to have the National 

Geographic link given in the 
Resources available to you for this 
session. It contains useful, easy-to-
communicate information about 
Stonehenge and the theories 
behind it

 f Have images of Stonehenge available 
to view by students, whether as 
printed or digital copies.

Students do not need to be accurate in 
their assessment of how these people 
might move the stone, as even the 
best archaeologists do not know for 
sure! Encourage them to use a little 
imagination and to experiment with 
ideas during this exercise.

During this discussion, it can be fun to 
encourage students to have some wild 
ideas about the use of Stonehenge, as 
well as sensible ones. The fact that there 
are very few solid facts about the actual 
use of the monument allows for some 
imaginative play here. However, you can 
also guide students to then think like 
historians, and to consider why they 
might disregard some ideas.
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Preparing a scene (15 mins)
Divide the class into groups. Four or five students per group should work well.

Ask each group to explore one of the theories about the use of Stonehenge 
through the creation of a short scene. What potential use of the stones will they 
depict?

Students should aim for the scenes to be no longer than a couple of 
minutes each.

Showing the scenes (15 mins)
Allow each group to take to the performance space, and to show their scene to 
the rest of the class. 

After all the groups have performed, allow time for a short discussion. Which 
of the uses depicted seem the most viable? On the other hand, which groups were 
most convincing in their performance, and why?

Lesson 4: Time traveling with Stig
Learning objectives
By the end of the lesson the students will:

 f Have a broad understanding of the differences between the Stone Age, 
Bronze Age and Iron Age

 f Have used their historical knowledge to create scenes for performance
 f Have further experience of group discussion
 f Have further experience of performing in front of their peers
 f Have considered the use of fiction as a tool to explore history.

Warm-up: Through the ages (10 mins)
A fun warm-up game to get everyone moving.

Ask students to arrange themselves into a circle, with each person sitting on a 
chair. Walk around and tell each person that they are ‘Stone Age’, ‘Bronze Age’ or 
‘Iron Age’.

Next, ask one student to stand in the centre of the circle, and take away his or 
her chair. This student is now aiming to get himself or herself a new chair to sit 
on, and they do this by calling out one of the groups; i.e. by saying ‘Stone Age’, 
‘Bronze Age’ or ‘Iron Age’. All the students in that group must change positions 
and find a new chair. While they do this, the person in the centre also tries to 
take a chair, which usually leaves a new person in the centre without a chair. This 
repeats as often as you like. The person in the centre may also choose to call out 
‘Through the Ages’, which means everyone must move and find a new chair.

Classroom discussion: Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age (10 mins)
Ask students to arrange themselves into their three groups.

Discuss as a class what the key characteristics of each of these periods of 
history were. What distinguishes the three ages?

As you have each of the groups sitting together, it can be fun to ask the Stone 
Age group to make a few suggestions as to what their lives might be like as Stone 
Age people, then ask the Bronze Age group to continue by stating what is new and 
different for them, and then finally the Iron Age group can talk about what has 
changed and developed by the time of their period of history.

Scene creation (20 mins)
Divide students into groups. For this exercise, slightly larger groups of six or seven 
students per group should work well.

Challenge students to create a scene in which Barney and Stig time travel to 
either the Bronze Age or the Iron Age. What do they find there? What is Stig’s 
reaction to the way of life and tools that they find, bearing in mind that he is a 
Stone Age man who lives in Barney’s time?

Performing the scenes (25 mins)
Time has been allowed to see each group perform their scene, and to invite 
constructive feedback from the audience afterwards. 

Ask those watching to share their thoughts on whether the scene faithfully 
explored the Iron Age or the Bronze Age, and how well the performers conveyed 
the scene through their body language, facial expression, and (possibly) use of 
words. What makes a scene interesting for an audience? What aspects of each 
scene did students enjoy? 

This scene does not need to contain a 
story, as such, but should clearly show 
the use of Stonehenge, and students 
should still rehearse a beginning, middle 
and an end for their scene. The use of 
narration to help clarify the action could 
be optional, since there may be very 
little speaking.

In this scene-creation exercise, 
encourage students to think more about 
telling a story. What happens in their 
scene? How can they make the scene 
interesting for the audience to watch?

Keep an eye on time, as KS2 students 
tend to spend too much time planning 
and not enough time rehearsing. Be 
clear that they have a few minutes to 
make decisions about the storyline 
and casting, and let them know when 
they should be up on their feet and 
trying ideas, and then making final 
preparations for performance.
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Plenary (10 mins)
Bring this lesson, and indeed this Scheme of Work, to a close, by reflecting on Stig 
of the Dump as a story in relation to the study of the prehistoric ages. Did students 
find the book useful in helping them to clarify their thoughts on the Stone Age? 
How much attention do they think the author paid to facts when creating this 
work of fiction? Did the book, specifically, reveal anything to them about what the 
Stone Age might have been like?

Extension exercises
A few additional ideas for exploration include:

 f Ask students to write a diary entry for Barney. They can choose to write this at 
any point during the book, whether after the first meeting with Stig, or indeed 
after the final chapters when he has encountered the tribe. 

 f An interview with Stig! In pairs, improvise an interview with Stig, as if he has 
been met by a reporter who wishes to find out about him, his life and where 
he comes from. What questions will he or she ask, and how will Stig, with his 
limited language, respond? Challenge students to commit their duologues to 
paper, and/or to write up the interview as if it were in the local newspaper.

 f Improvise an archaeological dig of Stig’s home, after he has left. What do the 
archaeologists find, and what conclusions does this lead them to draw about 
the person who lived in this place?
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RESOURCES

Resource 1 for Lesson 1: Palaeolithic/Mesolithic/Neolithic
The following link has simple, bullet point facts about each of these three periods, which may be 
useful during the ‘Listen and Respond’ exercise in Lesson 1
https://kidzfeed.com/stone-age-facts-for-kids/

Resource 2 for Lesson 2: Cave Art
You may wish to carefully select some of the images on the following link for use during the 
lesson covering Cave Art (Lesson 2):
https://www.touropia.com/prehistoric-cave-paintings/

Resource 3 for Lesson 3: Stonehenge
Useful links for Lesson 3:
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/discover/history/general-history/stonehenge-facts/
https://pixabay.com/images/search/stonehenge/
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